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DECORATIVE NOTES. 



A Parisian dining hall, which is panelled with matchless 
Gobelins, was on the night of a dinner in March, profusely 
decorated with flowers. It was, indeed, "wn diner fleuri." 
Great pomegranate bushes in square boxes of old Sevres porce- 
lain raised their crimson blossoms against the sombre magnifi- 
cence of the walls, and the chandelier above the long square 
dinner-table was swathed in drooping wreaths of bright 
Chinese hibiscus and lustrous Indian ivy. A regular bank of 
white roses covered the table, the flowers being set so closely 
together that the table cloth was entirely concealed. Each 
plate was surrounded with a border of crimson jaqueminot rose- 



There is now no limit to the luxury displayed in Parisian 
housefurnishing. A good instance can be given thereof by the 
bedroom which the young Duke d'Ayen has caused to be pre- 
pared for his lovely wife. The bed is of hammered silver, and 
rests upon a kind of dais covered with white velvet, whilst the 
hangings, chairs and chaises-longues are of white satin embroid- 
ered with sprays of white heather and clusters of snow violets 
in floss silks. The window curtains and portieres are of point 
d'Alencon over satin of the faintest and most evanescent shade 
of sea shell pink, hardly discernible beneath the meshes of costly 
fabric, but yet casting a rosy glow into the room. The toilet- 
duchesse standing before the window is also draped with point 
d'Alencon over palest pink, and is littered with all kinds; of 




Empire Library in Mrs. C. B. Alexander's Mansion, New York Citt. A unique and artistic feature is the arrangemekt op the two Sofas in the centre of the 

Apartment, with Semicircular Tables fitting under the abms of the Sofas at either end. Should the centre of the Room be required for ant purpose, the 

Sofas can be placed against the Walls, and the Tables will form a Circular Table. Designed and executed by Georges A. Glaenzer and J. H. Taft. 



biids, and from the surtout, representing a boar hunt in 
delicately wrought gold cordons of white and crimson orchids, 
intermingled with grapes and clusters of luscious looking straw- 
berries, lost themselves among the roses. Nothing cati give an 
idea of the coup d'oeil presented by this flowery board and a 
murmur of admiration escaped the lips of the guests as they 
took their places. 

Each of the four salons was also profusely decorated with 
flowers, and the huge hall looked like a reproduction of the 
valley of Cashmere, with its tall fade-palms, its garlands of blue 
and white passion flowers and the hanging baskets of orchids 
and tropical plants which swung from the ceiling by long silver 
chains. 8 



bottles, brushes, flagons and trays in silver encrusted with pink 
rubies. Banks of pale pink dwarf azaleas are planted in silver 
jardinieres, and the rug is of ermine. A bathroom worthy of 
Venus herself opens from this ideal sleeping apartment. Walls, 
floor and ceiling are of pink Carrara marble, with a frieze of 
carved cupids gamboling among garlands of superbly executed 
flowers and fruit. The tub is reached by going down three 
marble step 3, and is surrounded by groups of blossoming pink 
camelias and yellow mimosas, and a silver fountain in the shape 
of a dolphin replaces the ordinary douching apparatus. This 
room is lighted from the ceiling through a pink silk vellum, 
and at night tiny electric lights fashioned like rosebuds turn 
the whole place into a bower of light. 
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